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AGENDA

1. Pre-Meeting: Park Tour At 5:30 PM
Gervais Mill Park tour prior to Commission meeting. Meet at the Gervais Mill Parking lot
off of Noel Drive at 5:30 p.m.
2. Call To Order
3. Roll Call
4. Approval Of The Minutes
A. May 2, 2019
Documents:
05-02-2019 PARKS_REC MINUTES.PDF
5. Old Business
A. Spooner Park Playground Update
Documents:
SPOONER PLAYGROUND UPDATE.PDF
B. Spooner Park Community Build Update
Documents:
COMMUNITY BUILD UPDATE - 5.31.19.PDF
6. New Business
A. Firefighters Historical Trail Sign
Documents:
FIREFIGHTERS HISTORICAL TRAIL SIGN.PDF
B. Astronomy In The Park
Documents:

FIREFIGHTERS HISTORICAL TRAIL SIGN.PDF
B. Astronomy In The Park
Documents:
ASTRONOMY IN THE PARK - 5.29.19.PDF
7. Updates
A. Morning Talks - June 12 - Caring For The Caregiver
B. Chevy Youth Baseball - June 12 - Test Drive
C. Hot Dog With A Deputy - June 25
D. Movie In The Park - August 15
E. Youth Activities
F. Adult Activities
G. Reminder - July Meeting Date Change - July 9
H. Reminder - July Park Tour - Pioneer Park
I. Other
8. Adjourn

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
May 2, 2019
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Parks &
Recreation Commission of the City of Little Canada, Minnesota, was held on
the 2nd of May in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little
Canada Road East in said city.
Chair Dave Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and the following
members of the commission were present:

MINUTES

RECREATION
COORDINATOR
HIRING UPDATE

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Ms. Anna Abruzzese
Ms. Rose Chu
Ms. Sharen Darling
Mr. Ron Horwath (arrived 6:40)
Mr. Dave Miller
Mr. Tom Ray
Mr. Peter Schletty

ALSO PRESENT:

Mr. Bryce Shearen, Parks and Recreation/
Community Services Manager
Ms. Claire Hoffman, Recreation
Coordinator

Schletty made a motion to approve the minutes from the April meeting.
Darling seconded the motion. The motion passed 6 – 0.

The Community Services Manager reported the City had received 25
applications for the Recreation Coordinator position and after the
interview process staff unanimously chose Claire Hoffman. He stated
Hoffman holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Outdoor Recreation and a Master’s
Degree in Design and Landscape Architecture.
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THUDER BAY
WESTWIND
PARK UPDATE

The Community Services Manager explained last year Xcel Energy had
clear-cut most of the vegetation under the transmission lines along the
Thunder Bay/Westwind Park Corridor. He stated a couple of weeks ago,
Xcel Energy had cut down more vegetation under the lines that had
previously been left untouched. The Community Services Manager
reported the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service had drafted a landscaping plan
for the corridor, with priority rankings to show what should be done first.
He noted Xcel Energy had sprayed the area again to prevent regrowth, and
the seeding could begin as soon as October. The Community Services
Manager stated the City has $25,000 budgeted to restore the corridor, and
Xcel Energy has pledged an additional $2,000. He explained Staff was not
sure how much they would be able to plant with the funds, but would
monitor the project and could allocate additional funds next year.
Abruzzese asked if there had been any communication to the residents
about the final plan. The Community Services Manager stated they had
just received the plan, but would update the residents, especially because
more vegetation had been cleared without notice from Xcel Energy. Chair
Miller asked about the area labeled Girl Scout Project. The Community
Services Manager explained a Girl Scout was working on her final project
and asked the City if she could grow a pollinator-friendly garden for
Butterflies. He stated he informed the girl about this project and suggested
her garden be grown along the corridor.

JUNE/JULY
PARKS TOUR

The Community Services Manager asked the Commission if they would
like to visit Gervais Mill Park for the June meeting, and Pioneer Park prior
to the July meeting. Darling made a motion to visit Gervais Mill Park
on June 6 at 5:30, and Pioneer Park on July 9 at 5:30 prior to the
regularly scheduled meeting. Abruzzese seconded the motion. The
motion was unanimously approved.

OTHER
BUSINESS

The Community Services Manager reported the City would be
celebrating Arbor Day on Friday, May 3 at 1:00. He said students from
Little Canada Elementary and St. Johns come to plant a tree at Pioneer
Park, there is a short ceremony, and refreshments are served. The
Community Services Manager invited the Commission to attend if they
are able. The Community Services Manager stated the trees would be
planted in the new ponding area to help reforest the space.
The Community Services Manager reported the 5K SAP Run would take
place Saturday, May 4 and registration was available online. He
explained the fee was $30, and to register on the day of the race it would
be $35. The Community Services Manager stated the run would be chip
timed and have t-shirts and finisher medals.
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The Community Services Manager stated the City partners with Lifetime
Fitness to hold a free workout in the park event at Pioneer Park on the
Centerville Road side of the park every Saturday in May. He stated there
are two sessions, one at 10:00 a.m. and another at 11:00 a.m. The
Community Services Manager thanked Lifetime Fitness for providing the
snacks, water, and equipment for this event.
The Community Services Manager stated the City Wide Garage Sale
would take place May 16, 17 and 18. He explained it is a free event, a
map and list of sales would be created and distributed for everyone who
registers, it is also advertised in multiple places.
The Community Services Manager reported the next Morning Talk
would be on May 8 and the topic would be vegetables for everyone. He
explained this would take place at Cardigan Ridge.
The Community Services Manager reported youth activities registration
for t-ball, baseball, slow pitch softball, and archery were declining, but
there would still be teams. He stated the firearm safety class was full and
had a waitlist. He noted adult and senior softball participation was
increasing.
Chair Miller asked The Community Services Manager to recap the Parks
Tour that Commission members attended prior to the meeting. After a
brief recap, the Community Services Manager stated the Community
Build Subcommittee would be meeting after the Commission meeting.
The build dates were set for Saturday, June 22 and Sunday, June 23 if
needed. He explained the City had gone out for bids to regrade and
prepare the area for the new playground and the bids were due at the end
of the week. The Community Services Manager stated the work would be
completed by June 15, just in time for the Community Build the
following week.
ADJOURN

Horwath moved the meeting be adjourned
Motion seconded by Abruzzese.
Motion carried 7 – 0.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Anna Leibel
Recording Secretary

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks and Recreation/Community Services Manager

DATE:

May 31, 2019

RE:

Spooner Park Playground Update

The playground and trail upgrades at Spooner Park are underway. City staff removed the old
playground equipment and the volleyball net posts. Standard Contracting then mobilized to the site
and removed trees and transplanted three trees. One was moved to just outside the construction limits
near the playground and the other two were replanted in the south peninsula of the Centerville Road
parking lot at Pioneer Park.
Once the trees were removed grading operations began. The old trail was removed and the small
infiltration basin was excavated on the southeast side of the new playground, drain tile was laid in a
sand layer, and an outlet pipe was laid to the south. The playground container was graded and the
concrete ring surrounding the container as well as a new section of concrete near the upper shelter were
scheduled to be poured the week of June 3.
Once the concrete has been poured, the contractor will work its way north with grading. Grading
around the playground container will be completed and the temporary access road will be removed.
Fill will be brought in to raise the new trail grade to meet ADA standards. Once the trail section is
graded, the trail will be paved and the project will be ready for the community build on June 22 and 23.
While the weather has not cooperated very much, the contractor has maintained progress and remains
on the tight schedule to complete the project by June 15.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Manager

DATE:

May 31, 2019

RE:

Community Build Update

The Community Build is just over three weeks away. Online signup, flyer (attached), and a
webpage have been set up for this event. Multiple organizations, schools, businesses,
neighborhood groups, and others have been reached out to for participation of this event.
CTV will be there on Saturday to cover the event that will be featured on the cable access
channel, the website, and other various outlets. Please feel free to take pictures if you attend and
send them to me to help document the day.
As a reminder, the community build will take place rain or shine and will be held on Saturday,
June 22, and Sunday, June 23 (if needed). Staff is looking forward to this fantastic community
event and excited to see the community come together to build the playground.
After the playground is built, concrete footings need to be poured, and the poured-in-place
rubber needs to be poured/installed. Staff is anticipating the playground will be ready to be used
by July 15, 2019.
ATTACHMENTS
• Community Build Flyer

C O M M U N I T Y P L AYG RO U N D
BU I L D
AT SPOONER PARK

With your help the City of Little Canada is constructing a new, all-inclusive, ADA accessible
playground at Spooner Park. We need 100
volunteers each day of all skill abilities, ages
14 and older, to help build the new playground.
Team leaders will assess skills and assign tasks.
This is a great way to strengthen community and
create an engaging public space for all to enjoy.
Volunteer opportunities include:

•
•
•
•

We Need You!
June 22 & 23, 2019
Volunteer shifts available
each day:
7:00 AM to 12:00 PM
12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
or All-Day

Equipment Construction/Assembly
Refreshments and a light lunch provided
Meal Assembly
Sorting/Unboxing
Childcare
To sign up go to the City of Little Canada website at

Rain or Shine

www.littlecanadamn.org and click the homepage link.

Thank you for being part of this
very special communty event!
For more information, assistance
signing up, or if you have a large group
of volunteers, call 651-766-4045 or
email: parks@littlecanadamn.org

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Manager

DATE:

May 31, 2019

RE:

Firefighters Historical Trail Sign

BACKGROUND
The Firefighters Historical Trail was donated in 2005 to honor the many firefighters that
generously volunteer their time to protect the lives and property of the community. The trail
utilizes a segment of the Water Works Right-of Way, providing a scenic connection from
Centerville Road to Spooner Park and Little Canada Road at McMenemy Street. The trail is
flanked by grasslands and forest openings that provide great opportunities for wildlife viewing
and native habitat. The trail is bordered on the north by Gervais Creek, and is wooded on both
sides.
The trail entrance monument sign off of Centerville Road is need of major repair/replacement.
The City budgeted $6,000 for repair of the sign in 2019. The Little Canada Fire Department
(LCFD) expressed some interest in helping fund the sign repair, but was also interested in a more
comprehensive project for creating a Firefighter Memorial area that would honor members of
LCFD. As you may recall, there are memorial benches along that trail that honor past Little
Canada Fire Chiefs. A committee of LCFD members was formed and they started the
discussion of building a memorial and funding the project.
After almost a year of planning, the LCFD has come up with a draft concept design of a
memorial that would be within the existing area between the upper and lower parking lot of the
fire department.
Part of the design is a Corten Steel wall along the backside of the memorial and on the north side
of the parking lot designating the entrance to the Firefighters Historical Trail. The wall on the
north side of the parking lot would have the language “Firefighter Historical Trail” engraved on
it. With the curvature of the wall this would essentially be the “entrance” sign of the park and
the old monument sign would not be needed.
The Little Canada Fire Department is requesting the new sign in lieu of replacing the existing
monument sign.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Approval of replacement of Firefighter Historical Trail sign with proposed Corten sign.

ATTACHMENTS
• Sign pictures
• Draft Firefighter Memorial Concept Design
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Claire Hoffman, Recreation Coordinator

DATE:

May 29, 2019

RE:

Astronomy in the Park

Astronomy in the Park will be starting June 12, 2019. This is a new program, with a partnership
between Little Canada and the Minnesota Astronomy Society. These reoccurring events will be
held every other Wednesday throughout the summer, weather and cloud conditions permitting. It
will take place at Pioneer Park’s east parking lot (Desoto Street side). These events will be free
and advertised in the newsletter, city website, and social media.
Dave Johnson is going to lead Astronomy in the Park. Mr. Johnson is a member of the
Minnesota Astronomy Society Outreach Team, and is volunteering his time to bring this new and
unique program to Little Canada. Mr. Johnson has experience volunteering at schools, museums,
and other astronomy gatherings. He will be bringing his telescope for participants to use.
Astronomy in the Park will be held from 6:30 p.m. to approximately 11:00 p.m., depending on
participants. Registration is not required, participants are welcome to just show up. The program
was issued a special use permit for park use after hours. Due to the nature of stargazing, staff is
not worried about affecting surrounding residents. A staff member will visit the event and
provide flashlights to be handed out to kids.
ATTACHMENTS
• Astronomy in the Park Flyer
• Astronomy in the Park Location Map

