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AGENDA
1. Pre-Meeting: Park Tour At 5:45 PM
Pioneer Park tour prior to Commission meeting. Meet at the Pioneer Park parking lot off
of Centerville Road at 5:45 p.m.
2. Call To Order
3. Roll Call
4. Approval Of The Minutes
A. June 6, 2019
Documents:
06-06-2019 PARKS_REC MINUTES.PDF
5. Old Business
A. Community Build Recap
Documents:
COMMUNITY BUILD RECAP - 7.5.19.PDF
B. Spooner Park Buckthorn Removal Update
Documents:
SPOONER PARK GOATS - 7.5.19.PDF
6. New Business
A. Gervais Mill Park Garden
Documents:
GERVAIS MILL PARK GARDEN - 7.5.19.PDF
B. Ice Cream Social
Documents:

GERVAIS MILL PARK GARDEN - 7.5.19.PDF
B. Ice Cream Social
Documents:
ICE CREAM SOCIAL.PDF
C. Farmers Market
Documents:
FARMERS MARKET - 7.5.19.PDF
7. Updates
A. Reminder - No August Meeting
B. Morning Talk - July 10 - Holocaust
C. Canadian Days
D. Movie In The Park - August 15
E. Astronomy In The Park
F. Night To Unite
G. Youth Activities
H. Adult Activities
I. Upcoming Meetings
J. Other
8. Adjourn

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
June 6, 2019
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Parks &
Recreation Commission of the City of Little Canada, Minnesota, was held on
the 6th of June in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little
Canada Road East in said city.
Chair Dave Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and the following
members of the commission were present:
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MEMBERS PRESENT:

Ms. Rose Chu
Ms. Sharen Darling
Mr. Ron Horwath
Mr. Tom Ray
Mr. Peter Schletty

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Ms. Anna Abruzzesse
Mr. Dave Miller

ALSO PRESENT:

Mr. Bryce Shearen, Parks and
Recreation/Community Services Manager
Mr. Steve Morelan, Little Canada Fire
Department Asst. Chief

Darling made a motion to approve the minutes from the May meeting. Ray
seconded the motion. The motion passed 5 – 0.

SPOONER PARK
PLAYGROUND
UPDATE

The Community Services Manager reported the playground and trail
upgrade are underway. He explained three trees had been transplanted, and
the concrete for the play area had been poured. Chu asked if any signage
had been put up. The Community Services Manager stated a few signs had
been posted near the playground to let people know a new playground is
coming soon, and they can volunteer to help with the build.

COMMUNITY
BUILD UPDATE

The Community Services Manager explained the playground build is
about three weeks away. He stated a flyer has been created and online
signup is available to help estimate the number of volunteers that will be
attending. The Community Services Manager explained the build is
planned to take two days, but there is a chance only one day will be

MINUTES
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
June 6, 2019
needed. He explained more volunteers were needed, but he felt confident
there would be enough by the day of the build. The Community Services
Manager stated he did have to purchase some supplies for the build
including tape measures, levels, and markers. He also noted Canadian
Days had offered to supply food and water for the volunteers.
FIREFIGHTER
HISTORICAL
TRAIL SIGN

The Community Services Manager explained the Firefighter Historical
Trail had been donated in 2005 to honor the firefighters that volunteer
their time to protect the community. He stated the trail utilizes a segment
of the Water Works Right-of-Way, providing a scenic connection from
Centerville Road to Spooner Park and Little Canada Road at McMenemy
Street. The Community Services Manager stated the sign at the entrance to
the trail was in need of repair and the City had budgeted $6,000 to fix the
sign. He stated the Fire Department had expressed interest in helping fund
the sign repair but was also interested in a more comprehensive project to
create a Firefighter Memorial Area that would honor the members of the
Little Canada Fire Department (LCFD). The Community Services
Manager explained there are benches along the trail honoring past Little
Canada Fire Chiefs, and this memorial would be to honor firefighters of
20 or more years of service to the department.
The Community Services Manager explained the fire department had
created a committee to design a draft concept design. He noted the
memorial was designed near the Fire Department lower parking lot, near
the trail. The Community Services Manager explained the concept shows
a curved Cor-ten sign for the memorial that would take the place of the
entrance sign. Darling asked what type of material Cor-ten is. The
Community Services Manager explained it was a steel material with a
rustic look.
Steve Morelan, the Little Canada Fire Department Assistant Chief
explained that the Fire Department had realized the sign needed to be
repaired about three years ago, but upon further inspection, the City and
the Fire Department realized a new sign was needed because the current
fixture was beyond repair. He stated the Fire Department felt that with the
cost of a new sign, it may be a good idea to consider a larger memorial
project and incorporate the sign into the memorial structure. Morelan
explained the lettering for the sign would be cut into the Cor-ten material,
and the names of the firefighters would be put on small individual plaques.
He stated the Fire Department hoped to have the project completed this
year, but they didn’t have a cost estimate. Morelan noted the Fire
Department hoped to keep the project around $65,000. He explained the
Fire Department would pay for the memorial with funds from the
charitable gambling and fundraising efforts, but they asked the City to pay
for the trail marker. Ray made a motion to recommend to the Council
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that the City replace the Firefighter’s Historical Trail sign with the
proposed Cor-ten material. Chu seconded the motion. The motion was
unanimously approved.
ASTRONOMY IN
THE PARK

OTHER
BUSINESS

The Community Services Manager reported the City is partnering with the
Minnesota Astronomy Society to host Astronomy in the Park. He
explained the event will be held every other Wednesday throughout the
summer beginning on June 12 from 6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. The
Community Services Manager explained the event is free, and participants
can show up anytime between 6:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
The Community Services Manager reported the next Morning Talk would
be on June 12 and the topic would be Caring for the Caregiver at Cardigan
Ridge. He explained since moving the talks to Cardigan Ridge more
people have attended the event each month.
The Community Services Manager reported the Chevy Youth Baseball
Test Drive would take place on June 12. He explained this program allows
people to test drive vehicles at the baseball field, and in return, they donate
baseball items and up to $500.
The Community Services Manager reported Hotdog with a Deputy would
take place on June 25 at Pioneer Park from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
The Community Services Manager reported Movie in the Park would be
on August 15 at Spooner Park.
The Community Services Manager reported summer activities were
underway, and while youth participation is down, adult participation is up.
The Community Services Manager reported the July meeting would be on
July 9, and there would be a Park Tour at 5:30 at Pioneer Park.
The Community Services Manager recapped the park tour at Gervais Mill
Park. He explained the Commission had looked at the garden entrance off
of Noel Drive. The Community Services Manager stated one thing that
could be done is to make the area level with the parking lot to make it
more accessible.
Ray explained there was a lot going on with the Spooner Park Playground
update, but asked if there was a project planned for next summer. The
Community Services Manager stated there has been a lot of staff changes
over the last year, and the budget process would look a little different this
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year. He explained Pioneer Park would be the next project but was not
quite sure how that would look yet.
Horwath asked about the Powerline Trail extension and the Edgerton
Street Crossing. The Community Services Manager stated after further
investigation, a tunnel would be more challenging than anticipated due to
grading, and more costly. He explained the County was supportive of the
extension, but staff and the City Council felt an at-grade crossing should
be discussed once the other segments were in place.
Chu suggested the Commission take a look at the Parks Master Plan at the
next meeting to review the Commission’s goals and priorities.
ADJOURN

Darling moved the meeting be adjourned
Motion seconded by Schletty.
Motion carried 5 – 0.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Anna Leibel
Recording Secretary

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Manager

DATE:

July 9, 2019

RE:

Community Build Recap

The first Community Build was a success! With the size of the playground structure, it was
anticipated that the build would take two days. 60 amazing hard-working volunteers showed up
to the event on Saturday, June 22 and the playground was constructed in one day.
A huge thank you to the Commission for helping plan the event and volunteering your time to
build, help with food prep, childcare, and volunteer registration. A large amount of time and
effort went into planning the event and it could not have been done without everyone’s help.
Also, a thank you to Canadian Days for donating $1000.00 toward food and supplies at the
event. It was amazing to see everyone that came out to help especially, the families and parents
who were excited to participate in building a playground that they can enjoy for years to come.
A press release was sent out to all of the metro media outlets highlighting that the community
was going to build an ADA accessible playground with many new features that would allow
children of all abilities to enjoy. KSTP stopped by the build on Saturday and a news story was
aired on their evening news. KARE also aired a story about the event on their Sunday news as
well. CTV was there to cover the event and filmed the pouring of the concrete. They will be
back to get footage of the poured-in-place rubber surfacing and be at the ribbon-cutting
ceremony. All of the footage will then be made into a final production that will be aired on the
local cable access channel and available on the City’s website.
Since the Community Build, staff has poured the concrete footings around each post and
installed the equipment that required concrete slabs. The final layer of rock and the poured-inplace rubber surfacing is expected the week of June 8. Staff is anticipating a soft opening the
week of July 15 and is planning a ribbon-cutting ceremony prior to the Ice Cream Social on
Thursday, August 1, 2019.
Staff has created a quick recap video of the event that will be played at the Commission meeting
on Tuesday.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Manager

DATE:

July 9, 2019

RE:

Spooner Park Buckthorn Removal Update

The Munch Bunch dropped off 28 goats at Spooner Park on Thursday, June 20 at Spooner Park.
The goats will be working hard in the northeast corner of the park eating invasive species and
non-native plants (i.e. buckthorn) that have overtaken that area of the park. An electrical fence
contains the goats, with an abundance of warning signs for the onlookers. There are also signs
up in various locations that explain what the goats are doing.
On Monday, July 1, five goats were added to the “crew” and moved to the second area just south
of the original area. They will be in the new area for approximately 2-3 weeks before heading to
another area to the south. The goats will be removed during Canadian Days if they are still
working and come back after the event. A second grazing is scheduled for late summer to go
back through all of the areas.
Staff has received a lot of positive feedback on the goats and it has been a popular attraction for
people visiting the park. Information about the goas can be viewed on the city’s website,
including photos and names of the goats.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Manager
Claire Hoffman, Recreation Coordinator

DATE:

July 9, 2019

RE:

Gervais Mill Park Garden

One of the Commission’s top three priorities for 2019 was to update/enhance the Gervais Mill
Park Garden that is located at the Noel Drive entrance of the park. The Edgerton Road entrance
of the park is in need of a landscaping enhancement and that will be done by City staff.
Staff will have a presentation for the Commission at the meeting on Tuesday. The purpose of the
presentation is to present a set of entrance design ideas. This is an opportunity to highlight the
park entrance as a gateway into the park, as well as provide an accessible gathering space.
The designs that will be presented will focus on what Gervais Mill Park represents to Little
Canada, which is natural access, connection to water, habitat education, and historical learning
opportunities. Design iterations include a community garden, sheltered gathering space, and a
pergola overlook. This stage of the project is being done in-house, with plans to gather feedback
from the Commission and eventually submit the proposal to the City’s engineer firm for design
plans that can be sent out for bids.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Manager

DATE:

July 9, 2019

RE:

Ice Cream Social

The 2019 Ice Cream Social will be held from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Spooner Park on
Thursday, August 1. The event will take place at the amphitheater located to the west of the
lower Spooner Park parking lot. Some highlights of the event are, a visit from the Little Canada
Fire Department, Ice Cream and Root Beer, live music by The Bazillions family band, face
painting, and more!
The Little Canada Recreation Association (LCRA) sponsors the entertainment and Culver’s of
Little Canada donates the custard and root beer for this community event.
ATTACHMENTS
• Ice Cream Social Flyer

CITY OF LITTLE CANADA

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2019
SPOONER PARK
350 Eli Road
Little Canada, MN 55117

6:00 - 8:00 PM

Join us for a FREE evening of family fun! Enjoy root beer
floats, firetruck visits, games, face painting, and live music
by The Bazillions family band. Bring a lawn chair or blanket
and come celebrate at Spooner Park.
Spooner Playground Grand Opening ceremony at 5:45 PM
For more information visit
www.littlecanadamn.org

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Claire Hoffman, Recreation Coordinator

DATE:

July 9, 2019

RE:

Farmers Market

The Little Canada Farmers Market begins Monday, July 8, 2019. The Market runs 2:30 – 6:00
PM every Monday until October 7 (excluding September 2 for the Labor Day Holiday). The
Market takes place in the Hardware Hank parking lot off Rice Street.
Currently, there will be 5-7 vendors booths, including vegetables, fresh mushrooms, and a coffee
roaster. Staff has also received interest from other groups looking at participating in the Market
including, Ramsey County Public Library and 2020 Census representatives. Additional vendors
are encouraged to apply. Staff is looking forward to a great market season.

